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§801. Congressional findings and declaration of
purpose

Congress declares that—

(a) the first priority and concern of all in the
coal or other mining industry must be the
health and safety of its most precious re-
source—the miner;

(b) deaths and serious injuries from unsafe
and unhealthful conditions and practices in
the coal or other mines cause grief and suffer-
ing to the miners and to their families;

(c) there is an urgent need to provide more
effective means and measures for improving
the working conditions and practices in the
Nation’s coal or other mines in order to pre-
vent death and serious physical harm, and in
order to prevent occupational diseases origi-
nating in such mines;

(d) the existence of unsafe and unhealthful
conditions and practices in the Nation’s coal
or other mines is a serious impediment to the
future growth of the coal or other mining in-
dustry and cannot be tolerated;

(e) the operators of such mines with the as-
sistance of the miners have the primary re-
sponsibility to prevent the existence of such
conditions and practices in such mines;

(f) the disruption of production and the loss
of income to operators and miners as a result
of coal or other mine accidents or occupation-
ally caused diseases unduly impedes and bur-
dens commerce; and

(g) it is the purpose of this chapter (1) to es-
tablish interim mandatory health and safety
standards and to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Secretary
of Labor to develop and promulgate improved
mandatory health or safety standards to pro-
tect the health and safety of the Nation’s coal
or other miners; (2) to require that each opera-
tor of a coal or other mine and every miner in
such mine comply with such standards; (3) to
cooperate with, and provide assistance to, the
States in the development and enforcement of
effective State coal or other mine health and
safety programs; and (4) to improve and ex-
pand, in cooperation with the States and the
coal or other mining industry, research and
development and training programs aimed at
preventing coal or other mine accidents and
occupationally caused diseases in the indus-
try.

(Pub. L. 91-173, §2, Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 742; Pub.
L. 95-164, title I, §102(a), Nov. 9, 1977, 91 Stat.
1290; Pub. L. 96-88, title V, §509(b), Oct. 17, 1979,
93 Stat. 695.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in par. (g), was in the origi-
nal ‘“this Act”’, meaning Pub. L. 91-173, Dec. 30, 1969, 83
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